Twin Cities Academy
English 9

Teacher: Mrs. Neilson
eneilson@twincitiesacademy.org
http://eneilson.weebly.com


“A person who won’t read has no advantage over one who can’t read.” 
–Mark Twain


Course Description:

English 9 is a required course. The intent of this course is to provide foundational skills and prepare students for the type of writing, reading, and speaking assignments they will encounter during their school career at TCA and beyond. Students completing this course will meet the Grade 9 Common Core Standards.

Materials Needed:

Notebook or binder with loose leaf paper; a folder; pen or pencil; highlighter; any books issued throughout the year; an open mind.  Please bring all of these to class each day.

Late Work/Attendance:

All late work automatically loses 10 percent of the possible points. (This does not include assignments turned in late due to the student being absent on the due date). 

If the student has been absent, it is his/her responsibility to make up the missed work. Pertinent information and materials can be found in your class binder on the shelf next to the door. Deadlines for assignments will not be extended except in extenuating circumstances; do not expect due date extensions simply because a class has been missed. If an assignment is due during the absence, it will be due immediately when the student returns. 

Grades:

100% = A+		94-99% =A		90-93% =A- 	87-89% =B+		84-86% =B 	80-83% =B- 
77-79% =C+ 		74-76% =C		70-73% =C-	67-69% =D+		64-66% =D	60-63% =D-59% - =F






Class Procedures:

	Classroom Folders. You will have a file folder in the mailboxes at the front of the room. They will be organized by last name. When you remove your folder to take things out, please make sure it returns to the correct spot. If I catch you jamming it back in there in a random spot, it will become your job to alphabetize the mailboxes.
	Receiving corrected work. After your work has been corrected and entered in Infinite Campus, it will be filed in your classroom folder. It is your responsibility to check regularly to make sure you are getting your work back. My suggestion is to keep all completed work in there until the end of the quarter, just in case.
	Identifying your work. I employ a TCA student as a Teaching Assistant. By law, my TA is not allowed to know which student received which score. As a result, I will ask you to write your student number on the top of certain assignments; make sure you know it! Additionally, when work is returned to you, there will be comments, but no score on top. You may use the classroom computers or your phone to check your scores on Infinite Campus. I will explain more about this policy in class.
	Absences. You are expected to be responsible for getting your own work after an absence. There is a class binder near the turn-in baskets. You will find all needed materials/instructions in there. If you have any questions after picking up your materials, see me.
	Reading. Much of our reading will be done outside the classroom. It is your responsibility to find time to read the assigned novels, stories, poems, and plays. If you foresee a problem, please speak to me.
	Books. You will be responsible for books issued to you. When you receive them, I will note the number and condition. If a book is returned in unusable condition, you may be charged a replacement fee. If a book is not returned, you will be charged a replacement fee. Take care of our books!
	Discussion. In order to reserve class time for instruction, we will be having some discussion on novels on Schoology. This requires Internet access. If you do not have Internet access at home, please see me.
	Remind101. I use this service for class reminders; you may access it via text or on my website. We will sign up during the first week of class; class codes can always be found on the bulletin board next to my door.
	Google Drive. Drive is NOT an acceptable way to turn things in unless arrangements have been made with the teacher. You are expected to turn in a “hard copy” (paper copy) of all assignments. If you are sharing something with me on Drive to get my feedback, the name of the file must consist of your name and the name of the assignment. For example: “Parvati Patil, Debate Speech.”
	Leaving my class: TCA policy is as follows: “As a general rule, students should not be allowed to leave once class has started. If necessary. . . they MUST wait until after the first 20 minutes of class and they MUST have a hallway pass. The pass must include the date, time, destination, and the staff member’s initials.” You will receive a pass with five blanks at the beginning of the quarter; keep it in a safe place and do not lose it! You cannot leave my room without the pass! When you need to use it, bring it to me and I will sign it. Once all five blanks are signed, that’s it; no more leaving the room for the rest of the quarter. You will receive a new pass each quarter.


Other:

Bullying/Harassment: I will follow the TCA handbook with regard to bullying and harassment. This room is a safe space and any racist/sexist/homophobic/etc. comments will not be tolerated. 
	Food/Drink: Water is allowed. I will allow food unless it becomes a problem. Use the trash cans and recycling bins, clean up any messes, and you’ll be fine.
	Talk To Your Teacher: I believe that student feedback is crucial to what I do. I also know that sometimes it’s intimidating to speak up during class or come talk to me. Please feel free to have a conversation with me or send an e-mail to me if you have any comments or feedback for me. There is a way to leave anonymous feedback via Google Form on my webpage. You can tell me if I’m going too quickly with my teaching, if you feel I am not challenging you adequately, if there’s something I’m doing that is culturally offensive, etc. Please only leave constructive feedback; I am trusting you not to abuse this privilege.
	Respect the room. Everything around you in this classroom has been purchased with the intent of making this classroom more comfortable and enhancing your learning. Treat materials, furniture, etc. with respect. You wouldn’t throw trash/food on the floor, write on furniture, or treat things roughly when you are a guest in someone’s home; don’t do it here.  
	Cell phone use: Phones may be used for academic purposes (research, looking up words, etc.) If they are being used for any other purpose, I will hold them until the end of the period. Ask before using.
	Contacting the teacher: I am always available via e-mail: eneilson@twincitiesacademy.org. E-mail is my preferred method of contact for parent and student interactions outside of conferences and the classroom. Don’t be afraid to e-mail me for help whenever you need it; I promise that you are not bugging me! 

Class Content:

Assessments will be given in the form of projects, papers, and exams.

Reading List (Major Readings)*:
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
	Anthem by Ayn Rand
	Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
	Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare

Other Major Units (Subject to change)
Poetry Writing
Poetry Out Loud
Independent Reading Project
Media Literacy/Informative Speech

*If you or your family objects to any of the major readings, please notify me at least one month in advance so that I can meet with you and your family and prepare materials for an alternate novel if necessary.
















Guiding Principles of My Classroom

1. Every student who passes through my doors will step closer to becoming a critical thinker, a lifelong learner, and a good person.

2. Teachers and students are equal partners on this journey. We respect one another and learn from one another every day.

3. "The only time you should look in your neighbor's bowl is to make sure that they have enough. You don't look in your neighbor's bowl to see if you have as much as them." -- Louis C.K.

4. “My belief is that art should not be comforting. . . [a]rt should provoke, disturb, arouse our emotions, expand our sympathies in directions we may not anticipate and may not even wish.” --Joyce Carol Oates

5. "The book to read is not the one that thinks for you but the one which makes you think." --Harper Lee


Academic Integrity Policy
My Academic Integrity Policy is in effect for this course. Students violating this policy will fail the assignment or test in question, which can lead to failure of the class. This policy includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, sharing homework, cheating of any type on tests or quizzes, copying, and failing to cite sources. 


The following is Mrs. Neilson’s policy on academic integrity. You are accountable for it.

Purpose statement: All students are expected to exhibit personal honesty in their work. Academic integrity allows each learner to be evaluated on his or her personal accomplishments and compete on an equal basis with all other students for their scholastic achievements.

Definition statement: Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to:

1. Cheating on a quiz or test.
2. Copying an assignment or worksheet, or divulging information about a test.
3. Offering to another student the answers to an assignment, worksheets or test, whether solicited or unsolicited, in written or verbal communications.
4. Theft of intellectual property, such as assignments, worksheets, tests, or answer keys.
5. Lying to a teacher about academic activities.
6. Failing to indicate quotations taken from a source or failing to identify sources in writing (i.e., plagiarism).

Unless explicitly announced by the teacher, students are expected to work alone on all assignments.

Penalty: Students who act in an academically dishonest manner will receive no credit (a zero) for any and all assignments which were not their own intellectual work. Academic dishonesty may also result in additional consequences.




Student Name: _______________________________________

Class Name: _________________________________________	Class Period: ______


Students: please go over this syllabus with your family. Be sure to go over the Remind101 information on the back of the sheet with them. Then sign and return this sheet and this sheet only. Keep your syllabus for the whole year (I may do some random checks that could result in rewards!)

Parents/Guardians: if you have any comments, questions, or concerns, please e-mail me at eneilson@twincitiesacademy.org.



I have read the syllabus thoroughly and understand what this class entails. I am aware of Remind101 and have made a choice whether to use it or not. 


Student Signature: ___________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Printed Name: ________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________________



I have read, understood, and agree to abide by the Academic Integrity Policy.


Student Signature: ___________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Printed Name: ________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________________________


This is due on Monday, September 11.





